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In 2007 the Crimes (Substituted Section 59) Amendment Act repealed the existing section 59 of the
Crimes Act 1961 and replaced it with a new set of provisions which included a clear message that
use of force for correction of children was no longer legal in New Zealand.

In this presentation Beth Wood (from EPOCH New Zealand) and Deborah Morris-Travers (from
Barnardos New Zealand) will review what is known about public knowledge of the law and
attitudes towards it and what is known about how the law is working in practice.

They will discuss the forthcoming referendum on the question, Should a smack as part of good
parental discipline be a criminal offence in New Zealand? The discussion will include an analysis
of the question and describe a campaign to try to ensure that the non-binding referendum outcome
does not threaten the new law.
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